Hampshire  County  Council 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1941 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


Owing  to  paper  restrictions,  and  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  this  annual  report  is  further  curtailed.  Apart  from  the 
notes  specially  requested  by  the  Board,  there  are  only  two  matters  which 
require  comment.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  orthopaedic  cases  referred 
to  the  Clinics  it  was  decided  to  set  up  clinics  for  minor  orthopaedic  defects, 
under  the  supervision  of  selected  Assistant  County'  Medical  Officers  and  linked 
with  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon’s  Clinics.  A further  effort  is  being  made  to  deal 
with  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  defects  through  the  Physical  Training- 
Organisers. 

The  other  matter  is  the  establishment  of  a Child  Guidance  Team,  for  the 
benefit  of  evacuees,  which  from  small  beginnings,  now  consists  of  a part-time 
(2  days  a week)  Psychiatrist,  a whole-time  Educational  Psychologist  and  two 
Psj'chiatric  Social  Workers.  This  team  is  fulfilling  a distinct  need  and  inclusion 
of  local  residents  as  feasible  is  being  arranged.  There  is  co-operation  between 
this  team  and  the  Billeting  Officers,  as  well  as  with  the  Speech  Therapist  who 
now  holds  4 sessions  a week.  The  Child  Guidance  Team  consists  of:  — 


Dr.  Mary  Capes 
Miss  D.  Wills 
Miss  M.  Opie 
Miss  C.  Iggulden 


Psychiatrist. 

Educational  Psychologist 


Psychiatric  Social  Workers. 


1.  Staff. 

Alterations  have  occurred  as  follows : — 

Dr.  W.  C.  D.  Walmsley  resigned  to  join  H.M.  Forces  on  16.5.41. 

Dr.  G.  McCloskey  died  as  the  result  of  an  air  raid  on  16.4.41. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Hoare  resigned  30.9.41.  and  his  place  was  filled  by  Dr.  Joan 
Butterworth,  who  took  up  duty  on  29.12.41. 

Dr.  Hilda  Hunt’s  work  was  increased  to  full  time  duty  as  from  1.1.41  and 
Dr.  Kate  Balls’  time  to  8/llths  as  from  10.2.41  to  deal  with  inspection  of 

evacuee  children. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Keif  resigned  18.4.41  and  his  place  was  filled  by  Dr.  Dorothea 
N.  Jones,  who  took  up  duty'  on  11.6.41. 
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SPEECH  THERAPY 


Seven  extra  Health  Visitors  have  been  engaged  since  the  war  for  School 
Work  and  Public  Health  Services  and  one  has  been  lent  from  Portsmouth, 
making  a total  strength  of  49.  ^ 

No  changes  occurred  among  the  Dental  Staff  during  the  year. 


2.  Speech  Therapy. 

Mr.  Tolfree  the  Speech  Therapist  moved  from  Southampton  to  Winchester 
and  continued  the  treatment  of  ordinary  elementary  school  children  as  from 
25.10.40,  one  session  a week  being  allocated  to  this  work.  This  was  increased 
to  two  sessions  on  3.1.41  to  three  sessions  on  26.4.41  and  then  to  four  sessions 
a week  as  from  18.9.41.  During  the  year  1941  the  following  cases  were  dealt 
with : — 

Cleft  Palate  8 

Stammerers  9 

Dyslalia  16 

Other  cases  2 

Total  35 


The  Board  of  Education  has  given  approval  (16.1.42)  for  an  additional 
session  to  be  given  to  the  treatment  of  evacuee  children. 

3.  Circulars  1523  and  1559. 

No  changes  in  the  School  Medical  Service  have  been  made  since  adequate 
staff  has  been  maintained  to  deal  with  evacuees  in  addition  to  the  normal  popu  - 
lation  on  the  usual  lines. 


4.  Cleanliness.  » 

The  incidence  of  pediculosis  and  of  scabies  both  show  on  the  whole,  a 
tendency  during  the  year  to  decline  and  to  be  limited  largely  to  the  children 
of  parents  who  take  less  trouble.  Some  of  the  worst  families  have  returned  to 
the  evacuation  areas  and  more  improvement  would  be  recorded  if  evacuees  did 
not  return  to  their  homes  from  time  to  time.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that 
in  some  areas,  scabies  is  still  unduly  prevalent.  The  larger  number  of  cases 
of  pediculosis  found  and  dealt  with  is  partly  a result  of  it  being  possible  to 
examine  a larger  number  of  children. 


The  following  table  gives  the  information  required  by  the  Board  of 
Education : — 


(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per 
school  made  during  the  year 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

by  School  Nurses 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations 
of  children  in  the  schools  by 

8 

3 

3 

4 

5 

5 

School  Nurses  ... 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children 

114,367 

118,112 

123,519 

121,077 

155,772 

175,053 

found  unclean 

(iy)  Number  of  individual  children 
cleansed  under  arrangements 
made  by  the  Local  Education 

732 

1,055 

1,092 

1,297 

1,710 

2,573 

Authority 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal 
proceedings  were  taken 

(a)  Under  Education  Act, 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

895 

866  1,027 

Evacuees 

1921  

( b ) Under  School  Attend- 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ance  Bye-laws 

11 

8 

14 

10 

8 
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5^  General  Effect  of  the  War  on  the  Physical  and  Mental  Welfare  of  the 
Childr0 

Throughout  the  County  there  appear  to  be  no  undesirable  mental  effects 
on  the  children,  apart  from  some  residual  effects  of  bombing  in  a few  case.,, 
such  as  bed-wetting,  nervousness  and  difficulty  in  control.  Nutrition  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  adversely  affected  and  although  one  School  Medical  Officer 
gives  it  as  his  impression  that  there  are  fewer  children  to  be  classed  as  of  excel- 
lent nutrition,  others  state  that  nutrition  generally  has  improved.  The  provision 
of  school  meals  in  addition  to  milk  is  commented  on  very  favourably  and  one 
Medical  Officer  states,  ‘ I have  noticed  a striking  improvement  in  the  general 
condition  of  children,  particularly  those  who  were  below  average  in  condition, 
since  school  meals  were  started.’  The  adequate  provision  of  milk  seems,  however, 
to  be  of  more  importance  than  school  meals,  though  both  together  are  undoubt- 
edly very  desirable.  Some  extra  incidence  in  coughs  and  colds  and  a rather 
slower  return  to  normal  health  are  noted. 


6.  Nutrition. 

A survey  of  the  nutrition  of  the  children  attending  O.E.  schools  was  car- 
ried out  on  thei  same  lines  as  the  previous  year:  11,265  children  were  examined 
and  of  these  714  were  found  to  be  slightly  malnourished. 

7.  Provision  of  Meals. 

During  the  year  22  additional  schools  have  started  schemes  for  providing 
midday  meals,  catering  for  approximately,  2,230  children. 

Milk  Clubs. 

At  the  end  of  December,  1941,  of  333  O.E.  Schools  only  three  were  either 
without  or  receiving  only  part  supplies  of  milk.  All  the  Secondary  Schools  (both 
County  and  Evacuated)  have  milk  schemes. 

H.  LESLIE  CRONK, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 


TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections  during  1941. 

A.— ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS. 


Entrants 

Intermediates 

Leavers 

Totals 

Numt 
Other  1 
Inspec 

)er  of 

Routine 

■tions 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

Boys 

3,318 

3,084 

3,166 

3,083 

2,873 

2,659 

9,357 

8,826 

— 

— 

Girls 

3,115 

2,953 

3,111 

3,205 

2,736 

2,977 

8,962 

9,135 

— 

Totals  ... 

6,433 

6,037 

6,277 

6,288 

5,609 

5,636 

18,319 

17,961 

— 

— 
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B.  OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 


Special  I 

ispections 

Re-Inspections 

Totals 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

Boys 

6,257 

4,306 

2,041 

2,997 

8,298 

7,303 

Girls 

5,851 

3,233 

2,068 

2,288 

7,919 

5,521 

Totals  . . . 

12,108 

7,539 

4,109 

5,285 

16,217 

12,824 

TABLE  II. 

Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the  Years  1940 
and  1941  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


Number  of 
Children 

(Exce 

llent) 

1 

(No 

3 

rmal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

1 

(B 

) 

id) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

o 

'o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

N< 

3. 

o 

'o 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

18,319 

18,961 

2,848 

2,881 

15.54 

15.19 

15,271 

15,662 

83.36 

82.59 

199 

418 

1.08 

2.20 

1 

— 

0.005 

— 

table  hi. 

Return  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1941. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

GROUP  I. — MINOR  AILMENTS  (Excluding  Uncleanliness). 

Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during  the  year  under  the  Authority’s 

Scheme  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,381 


GROUP  II.— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects  treated 

as  Minor  Ailments. — Group  I). 


No.  of  Defects  dealt 
with  under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme 

No.  of  Children  for  w 

lom  Spectacles  were 

Defect  or  Disease 

Prescribed 

Obtained 

Under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme 

Under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme 

Errors  of  Refraction  (in- 
cluding squint) 

2,034 

783 

781 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 
of  the  Eyes  (excluding 
those  recorded  in 

Group  1) 

38 

Total 

2,072 

783 

781 

GROUP  ILI.—TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS. 


Received  operative  treatment 

Received  other  forms  of 

Total  Number  Treated 

under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

Treatment 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

295 

— 

295 

/Q 
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TABLE  IV. 

* 

' DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

(1)  Number  of  Qiildren  inspected  by  the  Dentists  : — 


Age 

1941 

Age 

1940 

(a)  Routine  Age  Groups  5 

3,361 

5 

3,640 

6 

3,727 

6 

3,968 

7 

4,168 

7 

4,017 

8 

4,470 

8 

4,275 

9 

4,571 

9 

4,462 

10 

4,832 

10 

4,275 

11 

4,447 

11 

4,376 

12 

3,791 

12 

4,052 

13 

3,137 

13 

3,659 

14 

992 

14 

1,214 

Total 

37,496 

Total 

..  37,938 

(b)  Specials 



— 

(c)  Total  (Routines  and  Specials)  ...  37,496 

Total 

..  37,938 

(2) 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  28,049 

..  27,651 

(3) 

Number  actually  treated 

20.004 

..  18.276 

(4) 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  29,610 

..  28,344 

(5) 

Half-days  devoted  to 

Inspection 

467 

477 

Treatment  ... 

3,666 

2,836 

Total 

4,133 

Total 

3,313 

(6) 

Fillings 

Permanent  teeth  ... 

14,298 

..  13,639 

Temporary  teeth  ... 

1,277 

1,617 

Total 

15,575 

Total 

..  15,256 

(?) 

Extractions 

Permanent  teeth  ... 

8,301 

8.404 

Temporary  teeth  ... 

22,348 

..  21,784 

Total 

30,649 

Total 

..  30,188 

(8) 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extractions 

6,612 

6,007 

(9) 

Other  operations 

Permanent  teeth  ... 

456 

1,969 

Temporary  teeth  ... 

174 

3,249 

Total 

630 

Total 

5,218 

TABLE  V. 

Return  of  all  Blind  and  Deaf  Children  in  the  Area  not  in  Special  Schools. 


At  a Public 

At  an  Institution 

At  no  School 

Elementary 

other  than  a 

or 

School. 

Special  School. 

Institution. 

Blind 

3 

- — 

10 

Deaf 

8 

— 

10 

Statement  of  the  Number  of  Children  Notified  during  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1941,  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  to  the  Local  Mental 

Deficiency  Authority. 

Total  number  of  children  notified  ...  54 


1 


6 


A 

STATISTICAL  TABLES— SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 


SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  L Routine  Inspections  and  Re-inspections,  1941.  4 


Routines 

Specials 

Re-exannnations 

Boys 

1,248 

217 

A 714 

Girls 

1,462 

369 

694 

Totals  ... 

2,710 

586 

1,408 

TABLE  II. 

Return  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1941. 

TREATMENT  TABLES. 

GROUP  I— MINOR  AILMENTS  (Excluding  Uncleanliness). 

Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during  the  year  under  the  Authority’s 

Scheme  ...  ...  ...’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..."  ...  20 

GROUP  II. — DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects  treated 


as  Minor  Ailments. — Group  I). 


No.  of  Defects  dealt 
with  under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme 

No.  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were 

Defect  or  Disease 

Prescribed 

Obtained 

Under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme 

Under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme 

Errors  of  Refraction  (in- 
cluding squint) 

283 

157 

154 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 
of  the  Eyes  (excluding 
those  recorded  in 

Group  1) 

5 

Total 

288 

157 

154 

GROUP  III— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  C'F  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS. 


Received  operative  treatment 

Received  other  forms  of 

Total  Number  Treated 

under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

Treatment 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

5 i;  — 

5 

TABLE  III.  DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

(1) 

Number  of  Children  inspected  by  the 

1941 

1940 

Dentists 

849 

...  . . y 

613 

(2) 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

490 

432 

(3) 

Number  actually  treated 

713 

553 

(*) 

(5) 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 
Half-davs  devoted  to 

1,316 

* 

1,183 

Inspection 

8.2 

6.5 

Treatment  ... 

136.3 

117.2 

(6) 

Total 

Fillings 

144.5 

Total 

123.7 

Permanent  teeth  ... 

997 

911 

Temporary  teeth  ... 

— . 

— 

(7) 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

Extractions 

997 

Total 

911 

Permanent  teeth  ... 

430 

388 

Temporary  teeth  ... 

70 



39 

(8) 

Total 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

500 

Total 

427 

(9) 

extractions 

Other  operations 

137 

48 

Permanent  teeth  ... 

308 

132 

Temporary  teeth  ... 

— 

— 

Total 

* [M. 

308 

Total 

132 

